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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-0302
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 25, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, F
Date of Analysis: April 21, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation, procurement authorization and designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The purpose of the appropriation is to provide funding for a survey of the tree canopy in Duval County. This bill also authorizes the City to procure the use of the professional services of Public Trust Environmental Legal Institute of Florida and Greenscape of Jacksonville to conduct the survey. The Neighborhoods Department shall oversee the Project.
Background Information: This project is designed to identify areas of the county where there are gaps in the tree canopy, in order to allocate tree planting funds to best benefit the environment. The canopy survey will quantify the value of the City’s trees and provide data on air quality, energy consumption, stormwater mitigation and carbon storage. Using geospatial technologies to assess the urban forest, the canopy survey will include data gathering and analysis, GIS mapping, a final report and a comprehensive education and outreach component. The Public Trust is responsible for providing progress reports to the Neighborhood Department Environmental Protection Board, but there are none required to Council or the Auditor.

Previous legislation funded tree canopy surveys, but only for portions of the city. Ordinance 94-278-150 appropriated $40,000 in funds for a tree survey of the City’s urban parks. Ordinance 2001-0631 appropriated $35,000 for topographical and tree surveys for Huffman Boulevard Park. In 2007, $40,000 was appropriated through Ordinance 2007-0772 to cover the costs of a tree canopy survey for the Riverside and Avondale areas. This legislation, Ordinance 2017-0302, will provide funding for a canopy survey for the whole city. In addition to providing insight into environmental tree maintenance strategies, the canopy map will serve as a baseline tree inventory for use in recovery after a hurricane or other disaster.
Policy Impact Area: Tree canopy survey
Fiscal Impact: $103,895 as initiated by B.T. 17-089 from the Environmental Protection Trust Fund. No City match is required.
Analyst: Hampsey
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